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A presentation on growing iris from seed by given by the President. The presentation was informative 
with demonstrations, photographs and many suggestions for ways to prepare the seeds. After the 

presentation, the President gave seeds to anyone who wished to grow iris from seed. 
The President also brought in examples of dirt/sand from both Bedrock and Gary's Landscaping, where 
she buys that kind of material. It was passed around and discussed. Various members shared what they 

add to improve quality of their soil. 

The next meeting of VAIS will be held on Wednesday, January 30, 2008.

(venue yet to be determined)

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 6:30 p.m.
Notes by Diana Smith

Respectfully Edited & 

Submitted by Meryln Brown

Presentation

Minutes of 1st VAIS Meeting – Sept. 19, 2007

Meeting held at  Cottonwood 
Library and opened by 
organizer, Linda Smith.
Brief introductions by all, and 
handout booklets given. All 
present introduced themselves.  
Slide Show of various PAIS 
members irises  shown and talk 
by Barry Golden concerning 
how iris groups get started.

Overview of what AIS and VAIS 
is and purpose of group. 
Introduction of events that could 
be expected. Information 
concerning entering iris in 
Cottonwood Fair included. 
Discussion of what Fan, Fancier 
or Fanatic about iris means and 
each person told a little of their 
history growing iris and why.
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An overview of Iris parts and types. And words about 
Rebloomers from Linda Rossman from PAIS. Iris books 
discussed that are available through library system. 
Demonstration of way iris can be displayed for iris 
shows and method to get iris to show safely. 

Brief discussion on dues, by-laws,  and election of 
officers. It was motioned by Diane Smith that we have a 
meeting in Oct. to elect officers and 2nd by Erni
Escalante, and carried by group. Also, vote on whether 
to keep meeting at same time but change venues if 
possible. Merlyn Brown  suggested we meet at 
Cottonwood Police Station on 6th St. if possible. Copies 
of generic by-laws and PAIS newsletters were made 
available. Unanimous to keep meeting at 5:30 PM on 
Wednesday.  Date of  Oct. 24, 2007 agreed on for next 
meeting.
Meeting adjourn.          Submitted by Linda Smith
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You might ask, what is it?  ThatYou might ask, what is it?  ThatYou might ask, what is it?  ThatYou might ask, what is it?  That’’’’s the question often raised concerning iris.s the question often raised concerning iris.s the question often raised concerning iris.s the question often raised concerning iris.
Do I care if it has a name? Do I care if it has a name? Do I care if it has a name? Do I care if it has a name? 

Sometimes in the desert environment I am so happy to have anythiSometimes in the desert environment I am so happy to have anythiSometimes in the desert environment I am so happy to have anythiSometimes in the desert environment I am so happy to have anything ng ng ng 

growing, especially something that blooms without sticking me, igrowing, especially something that blooms without sticking me, igrowing, especially something that blooms without sticking me, igrowing, especially something that blooms without sticking me, is s s s 

enough. If youenough. If youenough. If youenough. If you’’’’ve gotten this far in this newsletter though, I would ve gotten this far in this newsletter though, I would ve gotten this far in this newsletter though, I would ve gotten this far in this newsletter though, I would 

bet you are getting the iris virus and want to know the name.  bet you are getting the iris virus and want to know the name.  bet you are getting the iris virus and want to know the name.  bet you are getting the iris virus and want to know the name.  

What can I do to ID an iris?What can I do to ID an iris?What can I do to ID an iris?What can I do to ID an iris?
How to give enough info to people How to give enough info to people How to give enough info to people How to give enough info to people ““““in the knowin the knowin the knowin the know”””” that might help. that might help. that might help. that might help. 

Of course, always a good Of course, always a good Of course, always a good Of course, always a good photographphotographphotographphotograph, with special , with special , with special , with special 
attention to different views. Plus making sure the color attention to different views. Plus making sure the color attention to different views. Plus making sure the color attention to different views. Plus making sure the color 
of the falls and standards match, in your camera, as of the falls and standards match, in your camera, as of the falls and standards match, in your camera, as of the falls and standards match, in your camera, as 
close to actual color as possible. Maybe even break off close to actual color as possible. Maybe even break off close to actual color as possible. Maybe even break off close to actual color as possible. Maybe even break off 
a fall and do a close up. Rulers are always helpful in a a fall and do a close up. Rulers are always helpful in a a fall and do a close up. Rulers are always helpful in a a fall and do a close up. Rulers are always helpful in a 
photo. The photo. The photo. The photo. The beardsbeardsbeardsbeards alone are fascinating to me. They alone are fascinating to me. They alone are fascinating to me. They alone are fascinating to me. They 
each have a character of their owneach have a character of their owneach have a character of their owneach have a character of their own....

Zunk  = NOID = UNKNOWN

Another often overlooked clue is theAnother often overlooked clue is theAnother often overlooked clue is theAnother often overlooked clue is the fansfansfansfans. By . By . By . By 
focusing on the fans therefocusing on the fans therefocusing on the fans therefocusing on the fans there’’’’s information to help the s information to help the s information to help the s information to help the 
experts. Notice whether the bases are green or if experts. Notice whether the bases are green or if experts. Notice whether the bases are green or if experts. Notice whether the bases are green or if 
theretheretherethere’’’’s some purple or red.  Maybe the purple or red s some purple or red.  Maybe the purple or red s some purple or red.  Maybe the purple or red s some purple or red.  Maybe the purple or red 
extends up the fan. Maybe it is only that way certain extends up the fan. Maybe it is only that way certain extends up the fan. Maybe it is only that way certain extends up the fan. Maybe it is only that way certain 
times of the year. This helps narrow the search times of the year. This helps narrow the search times of the year. This helps narrow the search times of the year. This helps narrow the search 
considerablyconsiderablyconsiderablyconsiderably.

Another often overlooked clue is the Another often overlooked clue is the Another often overlooked clue is the Another often overlooked clue is the 
rhizomesrhizomesrhizomesrhizomes. The size, shape and increase are . The size, shape and increase are . The size, shape and increase are . The size, shape and increase are 
all points to be considered. Then thereall points to be considered. Then thereall points to be considered. Then thereall points to be considered. Then there’’’’s the s the s the s the 
stemstemstemstem. By noticing the height, branching and . By noticing the height, branching and . By noticing the height, branching and . By noticing the height, branching and 
general character of it will be another general character of it will be another general character of it will be another general character of it will be another 
indication of what it might be.indication of what it might be.indication of what it might be.indication of what it might be.
The The The The budbudbudbud can also have indicators. By can also have indicators. By can also have indicators. By can also have indicators. By 
noticing the number on each stem and what noticing the number on each stem and what noticing the number on each stem and what noticing the number on each stem and what 
the spathes are like will further narrow the the spathes are like will further narrow the the spathes are like will further narrow the the spathes are like will further narrow the 
search.search.search.search.
And donAnd donAnd donAnd don’’’’t forget to check out the t forget to check out the t forget to check out the t forget to check out the anthersanthersanthersanthers.  .  .  .  
Notice the length and Notice the length and Notice the length and Notice the length and texture.Andtexture.Andtexture.Andtexture.And of course of course of course of course 
notice the notice the notice the notice the bloom periodbloom periodbloom periodbloom period. Is it Early, late or . Is it Early, late or . Is it Early, late or . Is it Early, late or 
somewhere between, and does it bloom somewhere between, and does it bloom somewhere between, and does it bloom somewhere between, and does it bloom 
again in the fall?again in the fall?again in the fall?again in the fall?

In other words, it can be daunting  if you really get too serious about that old iris out in your 
yard that everyone loves.  But take it slow, just enjoy your iris whether you have a name at 
the moment or not. It’s ok if it’s a Zunk (NOID = unknown). You have something growing in 
the desert that loves our way of life and helps us by giving us beauty.  So have fun!!!!

By Linda SmithLinda SmithLinda SmithLinda Smith 8



Verde Valley Area Iris Society Membership Application

NameNameNameName_________________________________________________________

AddressAddressAddressAddress________________________________________________________

City City City City ––––ST ST ST ST ––––ZIP ___________________________________________________ZIP ___________________________________________________ZIP ___________________________________________________ZIP ___________________________________________________

PHONE 
__________________

E-MAIL _______________________________________________________

DUES: Regular $15  or  Dual and Youth $5 
__________ ( circle choice, write amount)

Comments concerning your iris and reason for joining  
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________

Questions? Please call Linda Smith 928 -567-7470 or 

e-mail:    irisgrower@cableone.net

Mail to: Linda Smith

2290 W Running Iron

Cottonwood, AZ 86326


